
 
 

 

Publication scheme plan for 2012/13 
 
 
Background and overview 
 
This plan has been developed following the recent consultations run 
by the ICO on revising publication schemes.  
 
The ICO approved model publication scheme sets out the statutory 
framework with which public authorities must comply and 
associated sector definition documents help public authorities meet 
their obligations to routinely make available certain classes of 
information as required under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 
 
Associated guidance such as ‘Using definition documents’ and 
‘Charging for information in a publication scheme’ complement the 
model scheme and the definition documents and provide further 
assistance to public authorities in how best to meet their 
obligations.    
 
The plan sets out to identify and prioritise the short to medium term 
objectives for the ICO in relation to continuing to ensure the pro-
active dissemination of information. This links in neatly with the 
current open data initiative being promoted across the public sector 
which is welcomed by the Commissioner and seen as a 
complementary means of encouraging pro-active information 
sharing with the citizen.   
 
The current model publication scheme came into effect on 1 January 
2009 and the Commissioner considers that the time is now right to 
review the position. The timing of his decision fits in well with the 
current shifting landscape of public access to information and 
transparency. There are a number of initiatives underway which 
clearly link to the pro-active disclosure of information including, the 
government’s ‘Making Open Data Real’ consultation and follow up, 
the Protection of Freedoms Act 20121, the Code of Recommended 
Practice for Local Authorities on Data Transparency, and the 
government’s transparency agenda generally, the latter including 
the post legislative scrutiny of freedom of information.  
 

                                    
1 Although enacted the relevant FOI provisions have not yet commenced; a date 
for this will be set by the Cabinet Office. 
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The Commissioner recognises and welcomes the opportunity to 
embrace and actively promote the open data initiative through the 
revision of the model publication scheme and sector definition 
documents. He considers it sensible to look to introduce the new 
model scheme on 1 April 2013, this will allow public authorities 
appropriate time to understand the requirements that these 
initiatives will place upon them and to allow for suitable 
implementation measures to bed in. This should avoid unnecessary 
duplication of effort and allow the new approved model scheme to 
incorporate appropriate provisions which ensure a harmonised 
approach to transparency and openness across the public sector.  
 
In the short and medium term the Commissioner considers that it 
will be helpful and beneficial for public authorities and citizens to 
develop some of the definition documents in an innovative way to 
reflect and anticipate changes which have already taken place in 
certain sectors and those which are imminent. It is with these 
particular factors in mind that this plan has been developed. The 
ICO will consult with selected key stakeholders where appropriate to 
determine the extent and nature of updates required.  
 
 
The plan 
 
Definition documents 
 
There are currently 33 definition documents, covering the following 
sectors: 
 

 Central government 
 Northern Ireland 
 Wales 
 Local government 
 Health 
 Education 
 Police  
 Other bodies      

 
 
Short term 
 
Review, and where appropriate update, the definition documents 
for:- 
 
Central government departments 
Principal local authorities 
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The Northern Ireland Assembly 
Northern Ireland Government Departments 
The National Assembly for Wales 
The Welsh Government 
Welsh Government sponsored bodies 
 
 
Medium term 
 
House of Commons 
House of Lords 
Universities 
Police 
Joint authorities and boards 
 
Colleges of Further Education 
Schools in England 
Schools in Northern Ireland 
Schools in Wales 
 
 
Longer term 
 
Due to the current changing circumstances updates in the following 
sectors are likely to be slightly longer term, however, the situation 
will be kept under close review. 
 
Health sector bodies – due to the new Health and Social Care Act 
2010-2012 which received Royal Assent on 27 March 2012. This will 
among other changes see the abolition of Strategic Health 
Authorities and Primary Care Trusts.  
 
Police Authorities - due to the intention to abolish Police Authorities 
and replace them with Police and Crime Commissioners in 
November 2012. 
 
 
Guidance 
 
The Commissioner will produce, as part of this plan, initial guidance 
on ‘open data’ and ‘datasets’. These are referred to in the Protection 
of Freedoms Act 2012, the ‘Making Open Data Real’ consultation 
and in the INSPIRE Regulations 2009 in relation to spatial data sets. 
 
The Commissioner will also review and where appropriate update 
the following guidance:- 
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 Using the definition documents 
 Charging for information in a publication scheme 
 What should be published: minutes and agendas 

 
 
Planned timetable 
 
April 2012 –  
June  

July 2012 - 
September 

October 2012 
- December 

January 2013 
- March 

Definition 
Documents 

   

Central 
government 
departments 

The Northern 
Ireland 
Assembly 

House of 
Commons  

Colleges of 
Further 
Education 
 

Principal local 
authorities 
 

Northern 
Ireland 
government 
departments 

House of Lords Schools in 
England  

 The National 
Assembly for 
Wales 

Universities  Schools in 
Northern 
Ireland  

 The Welsh 
Government 

Police  Schools in 
Wales 
 

 Welsh 
Government 
sponsored 
bodies 
 

Joint 
authorities and 
boards  

 

 
 
As indicated above, the Commissioner will aim to review and update 
the central government and local authorities (England) definition 
documents by the end of June 2012. He will share the documents 
with key stakeholders in each sector and will expect, in the absence 
of specific and legitimate representations, implementation within six 
months of finalising the relevant new definition documents. 
 
Aspects of the plan may change pending the outcome of the current 
post legislative scrutiny of freedom of information. The timetable 
will also be kept under review so that if resourcing is affected 
priorities can be readjusted.  

Version 1.0 
May 2012 

4 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


