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Request  
 
You asked us: 
 
“Please provide copies of all correspondence between the MP for High Peak, 
Robert Largan, and Serco. Please include information about a briefing provided to 
Mr Largan by Serco in March 2023, concerning the use of premises in Buxton as 
an asylum dispersal centre. Serco administers services on behalf of the Home 
Office and, as such, is acting as a government body.” 
 
We have handled your request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (the 
FOIA).  
 
Our response 
 
We have conducted a search based on the information you have provided. We 
interpreted your request as being for information held regarding Serco Group PLC 
and its subsidiaries. We do not hold information in scope of your request. 
 
It is important to note that the Information Commissioner’s Office is unlikely to 
hold correspondence between two organisations except where this 
correspondence has been provided to us as part of an information rights 
complaint or investigation. While the ICO is the regulatory body for information 
rights concerns, we are not an information repository; nor does the ICO routinely 
submit information rights requests to third party organisations to obtain 
information on an individual’s behalf. 
 
We would ordinarily recommend that an individual seeking information under the 
information rights legislation should contact the relevant organisations directly. 
However, we should also advise that individual MPs are not public authorities for 
the purposes of the FOIA. Similarly, as a public limited company, Serco Group 
PLC is also unlikely to be a public authority for the purposes of FOIA. 



 
 
 
 

If you are seeking information regarding MP Robert Largan’s correspondence with 
Serco Group PLC on this topic, we would therefore recommend that you contact 
the government department that has contracted Serco Group PLC to carry out its 
activities in this area. 
 
This concludes our response to your information request. 
 
Next steps 
  
You can ask us to review our response. Please let us know in writing if you want 
us to carry out a review. Please do so within 40 working days.  
 
You can read a copy of our full review procedure here.  
 
If we perform a review but you are still dissatisfied, you can complain to the ICO 
as regulator of the FOIA. This complaint will be handled just like a complaint 
made to the ICO about any other public authority. 
 
You can raise a complaint through our website. 
 
Your information 
 
Our Privacy notice explains what we do with the personal data you provide to us, 
and set out your rights. Our retention schedule can be found here. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 

Information Access Team 
Strategic Planning and Transformation 
Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water 
Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 5AF 
ico.org.uk  twitter.com/iconews 
Please consider the environment before printing this email 
For information about what we do with personal 
data see our privacy notice 

 
 
 
 
 

https://ico.org.uk/media/about-the-ico/policies-and-procedures/1883/ico-review-procedure.pdf
https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/official-information-concerns-report/official-information-concern/
https://ico.org.uk/global/privacy-notice/your-data-protection-rights/
https://ico.org.uk/media/about-the-ico/policies-and-procedures/4024937/retention-and-disposal-policy.pdf
http://www.ico.org.uk/
https://indigoffice-my.sharepoint.com/personal/hannah_silk_ico_org_uk/Documents/Documents/Templates/twitter.com/iconews
https://ico.org.uk/global/privacy-notice/

