
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Executive Team minutes 
Monday 20 July 2015 
 
Members and other attendees present 
 
Simon Entwisle  Deputy Chief Executive Officer   
Christopher Graham Information Commissioner  
David Smith Deputy Commissioner and Director of Data 

Protection 
Graham Smith  Deputy Commissioner and Director of   
    Freedom of Information 
 
Neil Bostock  Corporate Governance Officer (secretariat) 
Peter Bloomfield  Senior Corporate Governance Manager (item 5) 
 
 
1. Introductions and apologies 

 
1.1. There were no introductions or apologies. 

 
2. Matters arising from the previous meeting 

 
Minutes 
2.1. The minutes of the previous meeting were presented for 

approval and were accepted as a true record with one minor 
additional note. David Smith provided suggested wording. 
 

Action points 
2.2. All action points had been cleared since the last meeting.   

  
3. Finance report for May 2015 

 
Issue 
3.1. The June income and expenditure report was considered. With 

the first quarter completed both income and expenditure are 
generally on track and the full year forecast can be predicted with 
confidence.  

3.2. The Ministry of Justice’s budget allocation for the ICO during 
the first quarter (BV1) was signed off by Christopher Graham last 
week. 



 

 

3.3. Allocated capital budget has now been formally confirmed as 
£850K.  
 

4. Critical IT hardware failure  
 
Issue 
4.1. This paper was a comprehensive assessment of the recent IT 

incident and the lessons learned. It was written from both an IT 
and business continuity perspective. 

4.2. Following input from the non-executive directors this paper 
will also go to Leadership Group and Audit Committee in the next 
few weeks. 
 

Decisions 
4.3. Simon Entwisle will report back to ET as and when necessary 

on the actions identified. 
4.4. ET wanted to formally thank those people who contributed 

above and beyond a level that could reasonably be expected in 
bringing about an IT recovery. 

 
Engagement 
4.5 Both the paper brought to this meeting and a more accessible 

summary would be made available to staff in the near future by 
Paul Arnold. 

 
 
5. Ministry of Justice, Cabinet Office and the FOI Commission 

 
Issue 
5.1.  Christopher Graham wanted to discuss with ET colleagues the 

announcement that firstly responsibility for FOI policy was to move 
from the MOJ to the Cabinet Office and secondly that the 
government had established an independent, cross-party 
Commission on Freedom of Information to look at the operation of 
the Act over the last 10 years.  

 
Decisions 
5.2. Executive Team will look to produce an evidence base for the 

Commission’s benefit. 
 
Engagement 
5.3  Staff will be kept informed about decisions  made by way of  

ICON and blogs. 
 
  
 

  



 

 

6. Pay 
 
Issue 
6.1. This item was an opportunity for an oral update on the 

position regarding the 2015/16 pay remit. ET took the view that 
the ICO is bound by Treasury guidelines and the 1% public sector 
pay cap.  
 

7. MOJ 
 
Issue 
7.1. ET briefly discussed the MOJ Liaison meeting, due to take 

place on 21 July 2015, and finalised the agenda items. 
 
8. Any Other Business 

 
There was no other business to note. 


