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Information Rights Committee minutes 
Tuesday 12 August 2014 
 

Members and other attendees present 
 
Andy Laing   Head of Performance Improvement 

Anne Jones   Assistant Commissioner - Wales 
David Smith   Deputy Commissioner, Director of Data Protection 

Graham Smith  Deputy Commissioner, Freedom of Information  
Jonathan Bamford  Head of Strategic Liaison  

Ken Macdonald. Assistant Commissioner – Scotland and Northern 

Ireland  
Louise Byers  Head of Good Practice  

Robert Parker  Head of Corporate Affairs   
Steve Eckersley       Head of Enforcement 

Iain Bourne   Group Manager, Data Protection Group 
 

 
Peter Bloomfield   Senior Corporate Governance Manager   

    (Secretariat) 
Neil Bostock  Corporate Governance Officer 

    (Secretariat) 
 

 

1. Introductions and apologies 
 

1.1. Apologies were received from Christopher Graham, Simon 
Entwisle, Paul Arnold and Steve Wood. Iain Bourne was introduced 

in place of Steve, and Gemma Farmer joined the meeting for 
agenda item 4.  

 
 

2. Matters arising from the previous meeting 
 

Minutes 
1.2. No comments were received on the minutes from the previous 

meeting.  
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Action points 

1.3. It was noted that the Information Rights Committee was listed 
as Information Rights Group in the column heading and this will be 

changed.  
1.4. It was agreed that the one outstanding action point remaining 

for IRC was now complete. 
 

3. Areas for monitoring 
 

Issue 
1.5. The three specific areas the committee had agreed to monitor 

on a regular basis were considered. 
1.6. Effective use of civil monetary penalties – the upper 

tribunal recently upheld the view that spam text messages cannot 
generally be categorised as having caused distress to individuals. 

Additionally there is an appeal with the first tier tribunal about 

nuisance phone calls. The argument that nuisance phone calls can 
cause distress is stronger than for texts. 

1.7. Press engagement post Leveson – the guidance on data 
protection and journalism will be launched on 4 Sept.  

1.8. NHS and other wider structural changes in the public 
sector – discussion surrounding the care.data issue from a media 

point of view seems to have abated recently but this is an area that 
the ICO needs to remain heavily involved in. Draft regulations for 

data sharing protocols in Scotland have been produced.  
 

Decisions 
1.9. Press engagement post Leveson will remain as an area to 

monitor at least until the IRC meeting in November. 
1.10. It was decided that the so called ‘right to be forgotten’ issue 

will be added as an area for monitoring in future IRC meetings. 

 
Actions 

1.11. Corporate Governance to update future IRC agendas to add 
“take down of search engine links” as an area to be monitored.  

 
 

 

4. Privacy seals project 
 
Issue 

4.1. The first privacy seals project board met on Friday 25 July. 
The board is tasked with reporting to IRC every quarter with an 

update. 

4.2. Terms of reference and membership has been agreed and 
updated.  
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4.3. Agreement has been reached for UKAS to act as the third 

party accreditation body. 
4.4. The project plan and risk register has been discussed, and an 

ICON page for privacy seals has been set up for the benefit of ICO 
staff.  

4.5. The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday 21 August. 
4.6. The board have invited UKAS to the ICO on 26 September to 

meet IRC members and provide an overview of their work. 
 

 

5. Review of priority action groups and other cross office 
groups 
 

Issue 

5.1. David Smith introduced a paper aimed at ensuring the various 
ICO internal groups with an information rights agenda are clearly 

defined, effective and able to deliver relevant priorities. 
5.2. There is a risk that if groups are not established in the correct 

way then opportunities may be lost or some duplication of effort 
may occur. 

 
Decisions 

5.3. The following recommendations were agreed: 
 Priority Area Groups concept will be retained, albeit with 

the groups being renamed as Priority Area Action 
Groups (PAAGs)  

 Tasking and Coordination Groups, (TCGs) Hot Issues 
Groups and Cross Office Information Exchange Groups 

(COIEGs) will continue unchanged. 

 An update on the activities of relevant TCGs will be 
included in the Management Board information rights 

report. 
 The Health PAG will become the Health and Social Care 

PAAG. 
 The Internet and Mobile Services PAG will be renamed 

as the Emerging Technologies and Applications PAAG. 
 The SME COIEG will become the SME PAAG 

 A new Support to Individuals PAAG will be established. 
It will include representation from the E&D Committee. 

 IRC will annually review the effectiveness of each PAAG. 
 

Actions 
5.4. David Smith to check that these updates are reflected in the 

terms of reference for PAAGs. 
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6. Research 
 
Issue 

6.1. The committee were asked for updates on current research 
projects and their budgets.  

6.2. Results of the Annual Track survey will be presented to 
Leadership Group on the planning day, Tuesday 9 September.  

6.3. In the lead up to the European Data Protection conference in 
May 2015  focus group based research may be commissioned 

asking what individuals want from data protection and the  
supervisory authority 

6.4. The MOJ are looking at the Data Protection funding model and 

are considering how best to classify individual data controllers. 
Research in this area could help support future information rights 

levy tiering. 
6.5. A previous idea for research into what individuals think 

regarding privacy seals is now covered in the Annual Track survey. 
 

 

7. Key information rights development 
 
Issue 

7.1. The Management Board Information Rights report was 
presented for information.  

 

Decisions 
7.2. It was confirmed that an update on the impact to the ICO of 

the CJEU judgment on the right to be forgotten will be included in 
future Management Board Information Rights reports. 

 

8. Any other business 
 

Rob Parker - The webinar software is still being tested but will be rolled 

out very shortly. 
 

Graham Smith - An event is being planned for the Freedom of 
Information (FOI) 10 year anniversary, scheduled for w/c 24 

November.  
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9. Key messages 
 

Information Rights Committee met on 12 August. The committee: 
 

 Heard a report from the first meeting of the Privacy seals project 
board. The board has been set up to take forward work on 

endorsing an independent third party to operate a privacy seal 
scheme in the UK. The intention is to certify the first companies in 

2015/16. 
 Discussed the work of its Priority Action and other cross office 

groups. It was agreed that two new Priority Area Action Groups 

would be established covering support to individuals (how the ICO 
provides advice to individuals) and small and medium sized 

enterprises (a continuation of the existing SME cross office group). 
 

 
 

 
 

 


