FOI Module 4

Costs, fees, vexatious and manifestly unreasonable requests overview
Quiz with ANSWERS
1. Link the sections of FOIA to the topics
Fees







12
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Vexatious requests













14(1)

Cost limits






14(2)

Repeated requests






2. Which EIR regulation concerns fees?
Regulation 8.

3. Which of the following circumstances may affect the time by which the final response should be sent?
(
The cost limits
(
Charging a fee

4. True or false?
Under FOIA an authority may charge for the time taken to photocopy information


(
True
( 
False

(
Sometimes – where the cost limit is exceeded. Under EIR they can make a reasonable charge
An authority may always refuse a request if it has dealt with a similar request previously.
(
True

(
False – it can only refuse if it complied with the previous request AND that request was from the same person AND a reasonable interval has not elapsed between the requests
An authority may ignore correspondence from a requester who is vexatious
(
True

( 
False – it needs to consider whether each individual request is vexatious.
(
Sometimes 
An authority does not have to issue a refusal notice for a vexatious request.
(
True

( 
False 

(
Sometimes - it does not have to issue a refusal notice where it has already done so in response to a previous vexatious request from the same requester and it would be unreasonable to issue another one.
If an authority refuses a request because it would exceed the cost limit, it should where possible help the requester to rephrase their request to obtain information within the cost limit. 
(
True
( 
False

( 
Sometimes

An authority may not refuse a request as repeated if a reasonable period has elapsed since the previous request.
(
True

( 
False

( 
Sometimes

The EIR exception for manifestly unreasonable requests may apply to requests where costs are an issue as well as vexatious requests.

(
True

(       
False

( 
Sometimes

An authority may refuse a request as vexatious if it would have to divert staff away from their core duties in order to comply.

(
True

(
False – the diversion of staff away from their core duties is evidence that the request is having a detrimental effect on the authority, but the PA has to show that this impact is unjustified, or disproportionate when balanced against the purpose and value of the request, to apply Section 14.
3
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