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Request    

You asked us: 

“What is the status of the ICO's "guidance pipeline"? (https://ico.org.uk/about-
the-ico/our-information/our-strategies-and-plans/ico25-strategic-plan/annual-
action-plan-october-2022-october-2023/empower-responsible-innovation-and-
sustainable-economic-growth/ refers). 

Has the ICO begun work on a "code of practice on the retention of and access to 
records known to relate to child sexual abuse" (IICSA recommendation accepted 
by the Government).” 

We received your request on 4 October 2024. 

We have handled your request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (the 
FOIA).  

Our response 

The ‘pipeline’ has now been published, but it’s now called Our plans for new and 
updated guidance | ICO. It went live on 7 October 2024. 

Section 128 of the Data Protection Act 2018 sets out that the Secretary of State 
may by regulations require the Information Commissioner to prepare codes of 
practice.  

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://ico.org.uk/about-the-ico/our-information/our-strategies-and-plans/ico25-strategic-plan/annual-action-plan-october-2022-october-2023/empower-responsible-innovation-and-sustainable-economic-growth/&data=05%7c02%7cicoaccessinformation%40ico.org.uk%7cbeb1ea3462ac44c0c64708dce48aac75%7c501293238fab4000adc1c4cfebfa21e6%7c0%7c0%7c638636531453164679%7cUnknown%7cTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7c0%7c%7c%7c&sdata=t%2BZsCi0ItyvOpbQkNyHDgDSxAXp9l99NBkaW%2B02zs9o%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://ico.org.uk/about-the-ico/our-information/our-strategies-and-plans/ico25-strategic-plan/annual-action-plan-october-2022-october-2023/empower-responsible-innovation-and-sustainable-economic-growth/&data=05%7c02%7cicoaccessinformation%40ico.org.uk%7cbeb1ea3462ac44c0c64708dce48aac75%7c501293238fab4000adc1c4cfebfa21e6%7c0%7c0%7c638636531453164679%7cUnknown%7cTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7c0%7c%7c%7c&sdata=t%2BZsCi0ItyvOpbQkNyHDgDSxAXp9l99NBkaW%2B02zs9o%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://ico.org.uk/about-the-ico/our-information/our-strategies-and-plans/ico25-strategic-plan/annual-action-plan-october-2022-october-2023/empower-responsible-innovation-and-sustainable-economic-growth/&data=05%7c02%7cicoaccessinformation%40ico.org.uk%7cbeb1ea3462ac44c0c64708dce48aac75%7c501293238fab4000adc1c4cfebfa21e6%7c0%7c0%7c638636531453164679%7cUnknown%7cTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7c0%7c%7c%7c&sdata=t%2BZsCi0ItyvOpbQkNyHDgDSxAXp9l99NBkaW%2B02zs9o%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://ico.org.uk/about-the-ico/our-information/our-strategies-and-plans/ico25-strategic-plan/annual-action-plan-october-2022-october-2023/empower-responsible-innovation-and-sustainable-economic-growth/&data=05%7c02%7cicoaccessinformation%40ico.org.uk%7cbeb1ea3462ac44c0c64708dce48aac75%7c501293238fab4000adc1c4cfebfa21e6%7c0%7c0%7c638636531453164679%7cUnknown%7cTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7c0%7c%7c%7c&sdata=t%2BZsCi0ItyvOpbQkNyHDgDSxAXp9l99NBkaW%2B02zs9o%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fico.org.uk%2Fabout-the-ico%2Fwhat-we-do%2Four-plans-for-new-and-updated-guidance%2F&data=05%7C02%7CRobert.McCarten%40ico.org.uk%7C4845178b1859427bd23608dcee87de26%7C501293238fab4000adc1c4cfebfa21e6%7C0%7C0%7C638647514539332777%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mylWOhJ5Q8QULtzV%2F8XPHd43rB58Yf2b1QOTcMb2NJc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fico.org.uk%2Fabout-the-ico%2Fwhat-we-do%2Four-plans-for-new-and-updated-guidance%2F&data=05%7C02%7CRobert.McCarten%40ico.org.uk%7C4845178b1859427bd23608dcee87de26%7C501293238fab4000adc1c4cfebfa21e6%7C0%7C0%7C638647514539332777%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mylWOhJ5Q8QULtzV%2F8XPHd43rB58Yf2b1QOTcMb2NJc%3D&reserved=0


 
 
 
 

The ICO hasn’t been asked to produce a code of practice in relation to the IICSA 
(the Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse) recommendation. 
 
The ICO has done some preliminary work on how we could support the aims of 
IICSA’s recommendation by helping organisations comply with existing legal 
obligations around retention periods and access to records.  
 
 
Next steps 
 
You can ask us to review our response. Please let us know in writing if you want 
us to carry out a review. Please do so within 40 working days.  
 
You can read a copy of our full review procedure on our website.  
 
If we perform a review but you are still dissatisfied, you can complain to the ICO 
as regulator of the FOIA. This complaint will be handled just like a complaint 
made to the ICO about any other public authority.  
 
You can raise a complaint through our website.  
 
Your information  
 
Our privacy notice explains what we do with the personal data you provide to us, 
and sets out your rights. Our Retention and Disposal Policy details how long we 
keep information. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 

Information Access Team 
Strategic Planning and Transformation 
Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water 
Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 5AF 
ico.org.uk  twitter.com/iconews 
Please consider the environment before printing this email 
For information about what we do with personal 
data see our privacy notice 

 
 
 

https://ico.org.uk/media/about-the-ico/policies-and-procedures/4028044/ico-review-procedure.pdf
https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/foi-and-eir-complaints/foi-and-eir-complaints/
https://ico.org.uk/global/privacy-notice/
https://ico.org.uk/global/privacy-notice/your-data-protection-rights/
https://ico.org.uk/media/about-the-ico/policies-and-procedures/4030928/retention-and-disposal-policy.pdf
http://www.ico.org.uk/
https://indigoffice-my.sharepoint.com/personal/hannah_silk_ico_org_uk/Documents/Documents/Templates/twitter.com/iconews
https://ico.org.uk/global/privacy-notice/



